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[Deut 14:1-21] 

It’s Monday morning, you open up your Bible for your daily Scripture 

reading. Its going to a demanding day and you need some nourishment for 

your soul—only to discover that the day’s reading comes from Deut 14.  

� Rom 15:4—“Whatever was written in earlier times was written for 

our instruction that through perseverance and encouragement of the 

Scriptures we might have hope.” 

� 2 Tim 3:16—“All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for 

teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness…” 

 

Because we belong to God, we must honor Him with distinctive lives.  

 

We are going to look at this life principle from two angles: 

� Being set apart from the world 

� Being set apart unto the Lord  

These are really two sides to the same coin. The holiness of God was to make 

a mark on the daily lives of God’s chosen people. [Deut 14:2—the driving 

force behind Deut 14] 

 

The ceremonial law has expired in the coming of Christ (who broke down the 

barrier between Jews and Gentiles), and yet the underlying principle behind 

these laws still stands.  

• [I Peter 1:14-16]—there is to be a distinctiveness about us. We are to 

live holy lives because God is holy.  

• [I Peter 2:9-12]—there is to be a distinctiveness about us. Our lives 

are to be a reflection of the holiness of God to the world.  

So this morning I am going to talk about Deut 14 using the language of “we” 

not be because we are still under the ceremonial law, but because the spirit of 

the law—patterning our lives after the holiness of God—remains applicable 

to us today.  

 

1. We must be distinctly set apart from the world (vs. 1-21). 

 

The peripheral--animals 

 

In verses 3-19 the Lord goes through a list of animals, fish and birds 

designating which of them are ceremonially clean (and therefore can 

be eaten) and which are ceremonially unclean (and therefore must 

not be eaten).  

 

For example, it is permissible for the Israelites to eat venison but not 

pork. It’s okay for them to eat fish with scales but not fish without 

scales. Its okay for them to eat certain birds but not others.  

 

What is it about these creatures that makes them either acceptable for 

unacceptable to eat? Well, scholars have attempted to come up with all kinds of 

reasons. The most popular is that certain animals would be detrimental to one’s health while 

other would not be. Unfortunately, this theory, while it is true in some cases, does not carry 

through as a convincing argument for all of the designations. More importantly, the Bible 

itself gives only one reason for these dietary laws and it has nothing 

to do with the actual animals themselves. Its not that certain animals 

are bad in and of themselves whereas others are good. There is no 

moral distinction among the animals. All that God created is good 

and brings glory to Him.  

 

In fact when we get to the NT, Jesus makes this clear. In Mark 7 He 

says, “there is nothing outside the man which can defile him if it goes 

into him; but the things which proceed out of the man are what defile 

the man…Do you not understand that whatever goes into the man 

from outside cannot defile him, because it does not go into his heart, 

but into his stomach and is eliminated? (Thus He declared all foods 

clean)” (vs. 15-19).
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We are unholy not because of what is in our stomachs but because of 

what is in our hearts.  

 

So what then is the purpose for these dietary laws?  

 

The purpose—holiness 
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The purpose is to train Israel to live in the reality of who God is and 

teach them the implications of belonging to a holy God. The purpose 

of these dietary laws is discipleship—to teach them to make a 

distinction between what God designates as holy and unholy.  

 

This is the reason given in Deut 14 itself. Vs 2: “You are a holy 

people to the Lord your God, and the Lord has chosen you to be a 

people for His own possession out of all the peoples who are on the 

face of the earth.”  

 

And so you are to be distinct, unlike all the other nations (gentiles). 

You are to be set apart, uncommon, designated for God’s pleasure 

and purposes. God has chosen you to be His own treasured 

possession. The word translated here as “own possession” (or NIV 

“treasured possession”) is a word that was used of kings who 

although they owned everything, had a most treasured possession 

that they regarded with utmost delight.  

 

So your distinctiveness is not some disadvantage. It is the privilege 

of living under God’s grace and favor. Your life is to be a reflection 

of the holiness, the uniqueness, of God who on the basis of sheer 

grace, set His love on you as an undeserving sinner and adopted you 

as His child.  

 

So the dietary laws were to teach, illustrate, and remind the people 

that their lives are to be distinctly representative of God’s holiness 

and that their identity as the people of God should permeate all their 

days in the most practical ways.  

 

The purpose of the dietary laws was to make them ever mindful that 

there is a distinction between what is holy and what is unholy and 

that as children of God their lives must reflect holiness to the Lord. 

They are to be distinct from the world because they belong to God. 

They are not to go about their lives in the casual, presumptuous way 

of the world.  

 

The principle--Because we belong to God, we must honor Him with 

distinctive/holy lives. 

 

 I Peter 1:16—“You shall be holy for I am holy”  

I Peter 2:9—“You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy 

nation, a people for God’s own possession, so that you may proclaim 

the excellencies of Him who called you out of darkness into His 

marvelous light.” 

 

Your identity should no longer be obscured by the world in which 

you live. You must live as though you are set apart for God.  

 

Appl: Imagine how different your life would be if every morning you 

got up and said, “I belong to God and my life is set apart/designated 

for His desires and honor.” How this would change the way you war 

against lust and materialism. How this would change the way you 

would prioritize your finances and relate to your family and do your 

work and how you pray for lost people to come to Christ.  

 

Illus: Howard Hendricksj (AF, 389) 

 

2. We must be distinctly set apart unto the Lord (vs. 22-29).  

 

[vs. 22-29] 

 

Dietary laws—what you shall not eat 

Tithing—that manner in which you are to eat (of that tithe) unto the Lord 

 

Let me point out some key observations in this passage:  

 

1. They were to give a tithe (tenth) of all their produce every year 

(vs. 22). 

 

They were to give a designated amount on a regular basis that 

represented all of their earnings. In modern day language it would 

be, 10% of your gross income each time you get paid. I didn’t find 

any allowances for “well Lord its been a tough year and well, we just 

have to be careful about how much we donate.” You need to give in 

lean times as well as abundant times because apart from God’s 



blessing you would have nothing. You need to keep Him in His 

proper place in your life because you are dependent upon His 

blessing to survive (as well as to thrive).  

 

2. They were to eat from this tithe “in the presence of the Lord” 

(23). 

 

This is April 14
th
. Where would you rather be—working on your 

taxes or at a celebration feasting? I wonder if I can make you hungry 

at ________. Imagine with me the aroma of fresh baked bread; add 

to that the enticement of steaks and burgers sizzling on the grill. Are 

you hungry? The aroma you are experiencing is the aroma of 

tithing—giving to the Lord. [vs 23] 

 

The tithe was not “drop your tax forms and payment in the mail by 

midnight on April 15
th
.” This was a feast “in the presence of the 

Lord” which indicates that giving is an expression of worship—

giving God His proper place of delight and honor in their lives.  

  

3. Tithing was a means of learning to fear the Lord always (23). 

 

Tithing was a means of giving God His proper place of supremacy. 

The consistent discipline of giving to the Lord guards us against 

forgetting where all of our blessing comes from. It reminds us that 

we are dependent upon Him. Few things will make as significant of a 

statement about the supremacy of God in your life, as honoring Him 

with generous giving from your “wealth.” 

 

4. Tithing was a response to God’s blessing (24). [vs. 24-26] 

 

Giving back to the Lord out of what He has given to us is an 

expression of gratitude for God’s generosity toward us. Its saying, 

“apart from you I would have nothing.” My crops could not grow 

were it not for the sunshine and rain you provide.  

 

Tithing is not a response of obligation but a joyful response of praise 

for God’s goodness.  

 

5. The tithe was a celebration of “rejoicing” in God’s goodness (26).  

 

[vs. 26] 

Giving to the Lord is not mere taxation but grateful and joyful 

celebration. I would urge you to start giving as if you were feasting 

with great joy. 

 

6. The tithe was a means of supporting the ministry (27). 

 

[27] So apparently they were to leave some of the tithe in their home 

town for the Levites—those whom God had called to be His personal 

servants in the work of ministry. The Levites were not given an 

earthly inheritance so as to make them earth-bound. The Lord 

Himself was to be their inheritance. And so they depended on the 

faithfulness of God’s people to obey God in their giving.  

 

7. The tithe was an expression of compassion on the needy and 

unlocked the door for further blessing [28-29].  

 

Notice here that the tithe was a means of providing for those 

dependent on the generosity of God through the faithfulness of God’s 

people. Every third year they were to deposit the tithe in their home 

town so that it would be a means of support for  

• The Levites, who depended on the faithfulness of God’s 

people to survive and do the work of ministry. 

• And the foreigners, orphans, and widows who had no 

independent means of support.  

 

I believe that the reason God’s blessing is aligned with caring for the 

poor is because when we meet the needs of others we are imitating 

God Himself who meets our needs simply because He is gracious.  

 

If you want to walk in the unrestricted blessing of God, you can’t 

afford not to be generous and honor God out of the resources He has 

entrusted to you. Let your giving be out of gratitude to God and 



generosity toward those in need. You have been set apart unto God. 

Your giving should reflect His generous grace.  

 

What about tithing today?  

 

Some people are quick to point out that tithing is an old testament concept 

and that we should not hold people a form of “legalism.” However, it is also 

true that the NT never revokes the concept of tithing. Jesus did not condemn 

tithing, but rebuked the Pharisees for neglecting the weightier matters of 

justice, mercy, and faithfulness while stating that they should have done 

these things in addition to their tithes (Matt 23:23).  

 

I agree with Randy Alcorn that tithing, like training wheels, can be a helpful 

discipline to get us started in honoring God with our giving.
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MacArthur gets us to the heart of the NT on giving when writes, “I can’t tell 

you how much to give, but if the law required a 10% minimum, I would think 

that barely scratches the beginning of what grace deserves.” 

 

In the end, if the word “tithing” is a stumbling block to you, I don’t care 

whether you call it a tithe, or offering, or just plain giving as long as it is a 

reflection not of your generosity but God’s. Those who know the generosity 

of God’s grace will give generously with gratitude.  

 

*One month challenge: Give as though God’s grace is unlimited. (whether 

that means 10% or more).  

 

Let me leave you with this promise: 2 Cor 9:6-8 

 

Now this I say, he who sows sparingly shall also reap sparingly; and 

he who sows bountifully shall also reap bountifully. 

 

Let each one do just as he has purposed in his heart; not grudgingly 

or under compulsion; for God loves a cheerful giver. 
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 Randy Alcorn. The Treasure Principle, chapter 5; or Money, Possessions, and 

Eternity, chapter 12. 

And God is able to make all grace abound to you, that always having 

all sufficiency in everything, you may have an abundance for every 

good deed. 

 

*Feasting in Worship! 


